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Education:  
9/73 - 6/78: Harvard Univ., Cambridge, MA (A.M. (Linguistics, 1976); Ph.D. (Linguistics, 1978)  
9/69 - 6/73: Yale Univ., New Haven, CT (A.B. Cum Laude; Major: Linguistics, Minor: Classics)  
 
Status at The Ohio State University: 
Professor of Linguistics (with Tenure), 9/88 - present; Distinguished University Professor (6/03 - 

present), The Kenneth E. Naylor Professor of South Slavic Linguistics, 1/97 – present; 
Linguistics Department Chairman 10/87 – 9/97 (Assoc. Prof. 1985-8; Asst. Prof. 9/79-85)    

 
Language Specialization: 
Greek (Mycenaean, Classical, Medieval, and Modern periods); Albanian; Sanskrit; (with lesser 

expertise in assorted other languages within Indo-European family, e.g. Latin, Avestan, Old 
Irish, Gothic, Hittite) 

 
Area Specialization within Linguistics: 
Historical linguistics; Balkan linguistics; sociolinguistics; morphological theory 
 
Academic Awards and Recognitions:  
External: 
Fellow, Linguistic Society of America (named January 2010) 
Honorary Doctorate (‘Epitimos Didaktoras’)/Honorary Professor in Department of Philology, 

University of Patras, Patras, Greece (named 3/31/08)  
Fellow, American Association for the Advancement of Science (named 11/06; inducted 2/07))  
Ph.D. Honoris Causa, La Trobe University (Bundoora, Australia), awarded 8/9/06  
Fellow, American Academy of Arts and Sciences (named 5/1/04, inducted 10/04)  
Internal to Ohio State: 
Honorary Member, ΦΒΚ, Ohio State University Chapter, June 2011 
Founder’s Award, Ohio Academy of Teaching, May 2011 
OSU Distinguished University Professorship, named 11/03  
OSU Distinguished Service Award, 3/02  
OSU Distinguished Scholar Award, 4/01  
College of Humanities Exemplary Faculty Award, 5/00 
OSU Alumni Distinguished Teaching Award, 3/95  
Member, Ohio Academy of Teaching, 1995-present (Executive Committee Chair, 1999-2000)  
 
External Grants and Fellowships:  
National Science Foundation Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Awards (award #NSF/BCS-

1528378, as PI, with Co-PI David Mitchell, for “Doctoral dissertation research: Verbal –s in 
AAVE: affect vs. aspect and regional perspectives”, $15, 080), 2015-2016; award #NSF/BCS-
1251817, as PI, with Co-PI Jane Mitsch, for “Doctoral dissertation research: Linguistic and 
Political borders in the Senegambia region”, $15, 098, 2013-2014; award #NSF/BCS-1251817, 
as PI, with Co-PI Rachel Burdin, for “Doctoral dissertation research: Jewish English 
Intonation”, $15, 098), 2015-2016) 



Fellowship, Harvard University’s Center for Hellenic Studies, 2013-2014 [$5,000] 
The Andrew Mellon Foundation: grant for a Sawyer Seminar study entitled "Language, Politics, 

and Human Expression in South Asia and the Balkans:  Comparative Perspectives", September 
2012 - December 2014, with Theodora Dragostinova, Yana Hashamova, Pranav Jani, Jessie 
Labov, Scott Levi, Andrea Sims, and Mytheli Sreenivas [$175,000 to support 2 RAs, a Post-
Doctoral Associate, seminar activities, outside speakers, and a conference] 

Contract Project: Development of On-line Lessons for Albanian Grammar and Reading; Indo-
European Documentation Center, Univ. of Texas, September 2010 – June 2011 [$3750, used 
towards support of a Post-Doctoral Associate] 

Grant in support of Herodotos Project on Endangered Languages in Ancient Times, LinguistList, 
Summer 2010 [$500, used towards support of a Post-Doctoral researcher] 

Conference Grant, Modern Greek Studies Association Fund for Innovative Initiatives, in support of 
International Conference on Greek Linguistics 9 (ICGL 2009), May 2009 [$500] 

Special Distinguished Visiting Fellowship, Research Centre for Linguistic Typology, La Trobe 
University (Bundoora, Australia), July 20 – August 10, 2006 [$2280]  

Conference grant (jointly with Dr. Hope C. Dawson of Ohio State) from Salus Mundi Foundation in 
support of 25th East Coast Conference on Indo-European Linguistics, June 2006 [$17,040]  

Research Grant, National Slavic and East European Language Resource Center (SEELRC), Duke 
U./U. of North Carolina, to support a Post-Doc and Research into Comparative Phonetics of the 
Balkan languages, 3/05-2/06 [$16,000]  

National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship, 2002 [$24,000]  
Research Fellowship, Research Centre for Linguistic Typology, La Trobe Univ., Summer 2001 

[$6500]  
Erskine Visiting Fellowship, University of Canterbury, New Zealand, Summer 1997 [$5,000]  
Research Fellowship, Joint Committee on Eastern Europe (Amer’n Council of Learned 

Societies/Social Science Research Council) [project: The Verbal Complex in Balkan Languages, 
1993-4 [$20,000]]  

Fulbright Research Award (for project on the Structure of the Verbal Complex in Modern Greek, at 
Aristotelian University of Thessaloniki, Greece), Summer/Fall 1987 [$14,000]  

American Council of Learned Societies, Travel Grant (for Fifth International Congress of South 
East European Studies, Belgrade, Yugoslavia), Spring 1984 [$184]  

Summer Stipend Grantee, National Endowment for the Humanities, Summer 1980; project funded:  
The Loss of the Infinitive in the Balkan Languages [$2,500]  

Izaak Walton Killam Memorial Post-Doctoral Fellowship, Univ. of Alberta, 1978-79 [$14,000]  
 
Visiting Appointments:  
Visiting Lecturer, Second Pavia International Summer School for Indo-European Linguistics, Pavia 

(Italy) 9-14 September 2013 (one-week course (8 hours) on Albanian) 
Visiting Lecturer, University Masters in Linguistics, University of the Basque Country, Vitoria-

Gasteiz (Spain) 3-11 June 2013 (ten-day course (20 hours) on language contact in the Balkans) 
Invited Guest Professor (Gæsteprofessor), GradEast Graduate School in Linguistics, University of 

Copenhagen), Copenhagen (May 10-June 20, 2010) 
Visiting Lecturer, International Summer School in Sociolinguistics (organized by LANCHART 

(Language Change in Real Time) Project, University of Copenhagen), Copenhagen, June 6-11, 
2010 

Invited Visiting Lecturer, Collaborative Research Centre on Multilingualism 
(Sonderforschungbereich Mehrsprachigkeit), University of Hamburg (December 13-20, 2009) 



Visiting Lecturer, International Summer School in Grammaticalization (organized by GradEast 
Graduate School in Linguistics, University of Copenhagen), Copenhagen, August 18-21, 2009  

Invited faculty member (course: Historical Morphology) at LOT (Landelijke Onderzoekschool 
Taalwetenschap) Summer School, June 11-14, 2007 (Leuven, Belgium) 

Visiting Linguist, Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, Leipzig, Germany, 9/10 – 
9/20, 2006 

Invited Faculty member at Linguistic Society of America Summer Linguistics Institute:  
UCalifornia, Santa Cruz (7/91); OSU (Summer ‘93); U of Illinois (7/99); Michigan St. U. 
(7/03); U of Chicago (7/15) 

Visiting Professor (in Modern Greek) at International Scholarship Program in Hellenic Studies, 
University of the Aegean, Rhodes, Greece, Summer 1989  

Visiting Instructor of Linguistics, College Year in Athens Study Abroad Program, Greece, Fall 
1976 

 
Significant Editorial Work:  
Managing Editor, Empirical Approaches to Linguistic Theory book series (Brill Publishers), 2010-

present 
Language, Journal of the Linguistic Society of America:  Associate Editor, 1988-89 (2-year term); 

1994-97 (3-year term); Editor, 2002-08 (7-year term)  
Diachronica:  Associate Editor, 1991-95 (5-year term, interrupted by Review Editorship), 2002-

present; Review Editor, 1992-98; Executive Editor, 1999-2001  
Journal of Greek Linguistics:  Founding Co-Editor, 1999–present  
Co-Editor (with Carl Pollard), Syntax and Semantics series (published by Academic Press), 9/94-

9/00 [five volumes published]  
Editor, Kenneth E. Naylor Memorial Lecture Series (volumes 1-3 published by Dept of Slavic & 

East European Languages & Literatures, Ohio State University, 1999-2002; volumes 4-6. 
published by Beech Stave Press (Ann Arbor), 2007-2014; volumes 7ff., published by 
Balkanistica (SEESA), 2014-present  

 
Presentations:  I have made over 500 professional presentations since 1975, at local, national, and 

international conferences, by invitation or acceptance of an abstract on a competitive basis, and 
at numerous linguistics programs in the US and abroad as an invited speaker (including 35 
plenary address invitations in the past two decades).  

 
Major Publications:  I am author or co-author of 5 books and 1 significant (c. 100-page) on-line 

resource; editor or co-editor of 12 books and 1 significant (c. 300-page) on-line resource; author 
or co-author of over 250 papers, some in conference proceedings and some by invitation as 
contributions to books, but most as articles in refereed journals, and 125 reviews and other 
miscellaneous professional writings.  For details and downloads of various publications, see 
www.ling.osu.edu/~bjoseph.  


